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Well, the year rushes on – Widmerpool, Offchurchbury, Stoneleigh and Grangewood done and dusted with just Catton to go. Have to say that, despite the credit crunch, the level of entries are pretty good – but have to wonder if Royal Mail are up to scratch these days or is there a rogue postie hiding entries in a sack to deliver just after the closing date??
MDTG EVENTS 2010

August 21 & 22
Grangewood Regional National Event TDE A great success                           full report to follow in next issue.
September 25 & 26
Catton Park TDE & Club Championship + Newcomers ODE + Pleasure Drive 

November 21st
AGM and Competitors conference, details to follow 
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT AND DIARY DATE
ARENA UK – 15/16/17 APRIL 2011
The MDTG have teamed up with the many facets of our sport to formulate a global harness horse driving extravaganza –  BHDTA National, MDTG Club TDE, BDS, Scurry, Hackneys, Heavy Horse etc. The Gala night on the Saturday evening hopes to feature International Scurry, Teams World Cup, BDS championships amongst others. 
Arena UK (just off the A1 near Grantham, Lincolnshire) has amazing facilities – all weather international outdoor arena, championship indoor arena with 3 additional all-weather arenas all set within 500 acres of countryside – more than enough space to accommodate everyone. Licensed bars and a public bistro restaurant and SHOWERS are, you will be pleased to hear, also on site. Moreover, stabling is available if required. 
The MDTG feel such an event would be a breakthrough for the survival of our sport, making it more accessible to the public and propelling driving trials onto the sporting calendar.
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Presentation. Just two words – VERY IMPRESSIVE. It’s hard work polishing, scrubbing, washing etc (and that’s just the carriage). This year standards have exceptionally high. Well done to you all.
WIDMERPOOL – 19th & 20th June

Newcomers and Small Ponies: Dressage – daresay lots of salient comments from ‘strict’ judge to go home and put to good use, remember they have your best interests at heart and wish you to go on and be mega successful. Andrea Jackson led the field from George Denoon followed by Anya Mower, Sue Smith and Mark Morris. Obviously a cunningly devised cones course!! Marathon saw three in contention – Andrea, Sue and George – which also was the result order, Andrea being a tad faster than Sue and George being caught out by Obstacle 5. Congratulations. Also word of advice, if your groom steps down it is better to leave them off until the Obstacle is driven – that way you only get one set of penalty points.
Pre Novice: Lianne Dolan, Lucy Barclay and Caroline Gill in this class with Marion Lovelace H/C. Dressage scores were close with Lianne in first (well, just behind Marion but hey ho – H/C), Caroline in second and Lucy in third. Cones changed the order slightly with Caroline acceding to Lucy – but this was not to last as two obstacle course corrections on the marathon kept Lucy in third throughout, Caroline was just that little bit faster than Lianne to take first in the marathon but cones kept her in second overall. So, Lianne first, Caroline second and Lucy third.
Novice: Couple of nice dressage scores here, Stephen Trebble led with 44.20 and Teresa Macleod second with 48.90, Amanda Hawley not far behind in third. Pam Brown and Gael Newby both drove H/C. Cones did nothing to alter the situation and a nifty marathon from Stephen secured both that phase and overall place. Amanda’s single penalty point put her in joint second place with Teresa whose dressage maintained her second overall with Amanda third.
Intermediate Single: Chunky class this – 10 turnouts with Graham Heath being a glutton for punishment and driving twice (one H/C). Worth noting that Graham had both the second and third best dressage score of the day, Emma Burton and Sue Hargreaves also had very decent scores as did David Wagstaff –Myers. From then on Graham went from strength to strength with minimal penalties in cones and a cracking marathon to win outright. Sue’s sprint round the obstacles were enough to lift her out of third to second place and second overall, third went to Emma but cones penalties left her in fourth overall, Nigel Williams minimal (but unfortunate) time penalites meant fourth but third overall, Wendy Peckham came a close fifth with David, right on her heels, in sixth place. Commiserations to Heather Clark and Shane Kitching and better luck next time.

Open Single Pony: Mixed bag of fortunes for this lot – well not for Julie Tomasik who (and frequently does) led from start to finish. Sue Mart actually had the best dressage score but drove H/C – just as well as a mathematical failure in cones put an end to her chances and she withdrew. Laying a close second, Pam Moore’s chances were also scuppered in cones – grooms lips sealed Pam! Cones were also unkind to Elisabeth Greensmith (dressage third) but only in regard to penalties. Not the end of the world though, still the fun part to come. Well, you all know Julie conquered the class and a good win it was as well. Elisabeth had a good marathon to give her second. David Smith joined the fold for this phase for a very decent third place with Pam rolling in fourth. Overall there were only two left, Julie and Elisabeth, first and second respectively.
Open Single Horse: Best dressage score of the day went to Pam Neill – who drove H/C! Why, one has to ask? With minimal cone penalties and fastest marathon (not by much though as Paul Hart was right up there with you) – you would have won! Hey ho. Daresay Paul was pleased with his dressage first place – very decent score, and decent cones too (knowing Paul’s slight aversion to this phase), marathon was just a pinch slower than Pam’s giving him second in the marathon and first overall. Geoff Kirby, second in dressage, drove at a steadier pace than normal (somewhat hair-raising at times) due to bringing on the new horse, to take third and second overall. Trevor Harding (H/C) just came for the day out on Saturday to take home a third for dressage.
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Pairs: Three competitors for Saturday, Mick Peace, George Spencer and David Wheeldon joined by Roger Godfrey and Chris Doughty on Sunday. Mick started the ball rolling with a fairly impressive dressage with George in second and David third. No disasters in cones and everything stayed much the same until Roger and Chris arrived and upset the apple cart. Mick is known as a bit of a hoolie merchant round obstacles, what this makes these two is anybodies guess. Therefore it was Roger in first, followed by Chris, George, Mick and David. Overall, however, Mick won, George in second and David third.
Tandems: David Gulley v. Richard Fisher. Regular combatants these two, taking it in turns to win or lose and this time was David’s time – dressage and overall that is, Richard winning the marathon phase but a small ‘error of judgement’ in the cones meant no second place! (Should have gone to Specsavers!)
King of the Cones

1st: Rosemary Wall

2nd: Graham Heath

3rd: Marion Lovelace

4th: Sue Hargreaves

5th: Pam Neill


6th: Teresa Macleod
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Offchurch: 3rd & 4th July
Events coming thick and fast now and no sign of entries abating. Offchurch is a firm favourite on the Club calendar being a National Qualifier and also open to our Newcomers and Small Ponies one day event.

Newcomers and Small Ponies: A very smart bunch, excellent presentation and (note to some open competitors) extremely well stocked spares kit. Lindsey Doren’s dressage (nice one as well) put her in just in front of Joseph Adams followed by Carl Warrilow, Linda Wiggin, Grace Howells and Anya Mower. Couple of double clears in the cones – Lindsey (which widened the gap slightly between her and Joseph) and Linda – well dong girls. Whilst Joseph was just a smidgeon faster than Lindsey in the marathon, her dressage and cones kept her in first place overall with Joseph in second, Carl third, Linda fourth, Grace fifth. Anya, unfortunately, had a bad day and retired after obstacle 2. Congratulations and commiserations. 
Pre Novice: A walloping good dressage score from Teresa Macleod (best of the day), and Lucy Barclay (second best) and Lianne Doran (third best of the day) and Sarah Giddings (fifth best of the day). Watch out Intermediate and Open when this lot go up! One cones double clear from Hannah Walker – well done. Lorna Ingram was not having a good day but had elected to drive H/C anyway. Teresa basically led from start to finish – her obstacles were just that little bit faster than Lianne and Sarah who finished on level pegging but penalty points dropped Sarah to third and fourth overall, Lianne  in second which she maintained overall, Lucy fourth and third overall and Hannah in overall fifth position.
Intermediate Single: Good dressage by Emma Burton to put her in first, closely followed by Wendy Peckham with a bit of a gap to Debbie Daniels in third, David Wagstaff-Myers just in fourth. Two double clears in the cones – Emma and David – well done folks. David and Emma were neck and neck round the marathon but David pulled out the stops in Obstacles 5 & 6 to win that phase, Emma’s dressage and double clear, however, served her well to take first overall. Debbie sustained third but minor penalties put her fourth overall. Wendy lost time in Obstacle 3 – so fourth but, due to dressage, third overall. Amelia Roose’s two course corrections in Obstacle 4 cost her dear – fifth, as did Shane Kitching’s correction in Obstacle 2 for sixth place.
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Open Single Pony: Well, a bit of a surprise in this one – unlike Julie Tomasik to be unplaced in dressage. Scores between first and fourth were very close – Elisabeth Greensmith – first, Pam Moore – second, Jill Thorpe – third and Mary Longbottom – fourth.  No double clears – tush! No surprises on the marathon/obstacles with Julie being consistently faster in all to take first and good enough to give her second overall. Little separated second to fourth marathon place – Mary less than a point ahead of Elisabeth with Jill just a point behind. Various penalties over the course of the competition changed the overall running order: Jill – first, Julie – second, Elisabeth – third, Mary – fourth and Pam in fifth.
Open Single Horse: Paul Hart led dressage, four points clear of Angela Flanagan, Tracey Robson not far behind and Chris Van Reen right on her heels. Not surprisingly - two double clears – well done (at this rate the club might have to invest in a few more rosettes!). We all enjoy the marathon, it’s exciting and can be electrifying – Angela for one got a shock being eliminated in Obstacle 2, as did Chris collecting 20 penalty points for course correction and therefore missing out on a marathon place but achieving fourth overall. Honours went to Tracey who also won the whole caboodle. Lynne Longbottom, unplaced on Saturday, second and third overall. Paul in third but dressage kept him in second overall, Geoff Kirby (also unplaced on Saturday) in fourth and overall fifth position.
Pairs: Five takers. Mick Peace started well leading the dressage from Andrew William who had George Spencer right behind in third and Keith Harding in fourth. No clear rounds but the cones proved ‘wheelie’ unfortunate for Keith which ‘narrowed’ down the competition. Andrew proved to be the fastest through all the obstacles to win the marathon which also gave him the edge to win overall. George also had a good round to ending up just in front of Mick in second and second, Mick had to do with a double third, Keith in marathon fourth had forfeited his overall chances which gave David Wheelan the fourth. 
Tandems and Teams: Claudia Bunn v. Julie Wedgbury. Dressage was pretty close with Claudia just ahead of Julie but at the end of the day some hefty penalty points incurred in cones by Claudia reversed the situation quite dramatically. Just when you think you have everything in the bag it all goes pear shaped – Julie picked up some hefty penalty points in the marathon therefore first went to Claudia, however when all the points were added up and put into the melting point the overall first place went to Julie. There you are, swings and roundabouts – magical.
Novice Qualifier Pony: Emma Jones v. David Smith. Extremely close – Emma less than a point ahead of David after dressage and built on her success with a double clear in cones, but then David only had three points against him so it was anyone’s guess to the outcome. Marathon results show how evenly matched this pair was but Obstacle 2 proved to be Emma’s undoing which was unfortunate – time being of the essence so to speak. Therefore it was David that took the last two phases, Emma second.
Novice Qualifier Horse: Dressage scores close together yet again. Mark Porterfield took the lead and consolidated it with a double clear. Ellen Littlechild in second but minimal penalties in cones, Sue Hargreaves in third also followed by a double clear, Matt Were in fourth and yet another double clear in the class. Unplaced, but still in contention, were Valerie Maunder and Pam Evans. Marathon scores were also tightly bunched with only 2.4 points between first and third. Sue’s double clear ultimately gave her the advantage, notching up a double first: Matt, right behind her in second/second and Ellen, right behind him in third/third. Pam Evans (unplaced on Saturday) upper her game and wasn’t far behind came fourth but dressage kept her down to sixth overall. Mark, who had been doing so well, had to make do with overall fourth and Valerie with overall fifth. Congratulations to you all and commiserations to Amanda Hawley who was not on her usual form. 
King of the Cones

1st: Hannah Walker

2nd Emma Jones

3rd: Angela Flanagan

4th: Mark Porterfield

5th Matt Were


6th: Chris Van Reen
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Stoneleigh – 7th & 8th August
A new venue on the MDTG calendar held at the National Agriculture Centre which was well supported with 40 entries. The Spillers Road Show Weigh-in was a great source of entertainment with virtually everyone having a go – thankfully it was the horses on the scales, not competitors – although I gather Wendy Peckham’s wasn’t too thrilled being called tubby!!
Pre-Novice: Lianne Dolan, Hannah Walker, Grace Howells with George Denoon driving H/C. George actually was just ahead in dressage from Lianne but H/C so didn’t count, therefore Lianne took first place with a good lead over Grace in second, Hannah hard behind in third. No double clears, but unfortunately Hannah missed 15 – easily done – and retired after Obstacle 1 on Sunday – never mind. The competition therefore was Lianne v. Grace – the latter being consistently quicker round the obstacles but Lianne’s dressage was enough to hold first place overall.
Novice: Mark Porterfield (2nd best dressage score of the day) led with a very comfortable margin from Pam Brown, Amanda Hawley and Carole Redgrave who were all closely bunched together. Gael Newby and Slue Hargreaves were slotted in between but H/C! Mark had a ‘reversal’ of fortune in cones driving 9 backwards and Joseph Adams withdrew after cones which narrowed it down a bit. Amanda and Mark drove the obstacles neck to neck with only 0.4 separating them at the final score, Amanda therefore claimed a double first, Mark a marathon second and (aargh - cones) unplaced overall, Carole in third and second overall.
Intermediate Single: Emma Burton in first (bet you were pleased with that dressage, it was a good test) with Rosemary Wall in second place, Wendy Peckham in third and Jane Smith in fourth. No double clear cones but minimal penalties for all of them. A course correction in Obstacle 6 bought Emma down to third position in the marathon but even those additional 20 points couldn’t erode her overall lead. Wendy had a good marathon to win (you see, tubbies can’t half shift as well) and second overall with Jane in second and third – Rosemary having driven H/C.
Open Single Pony: There were some good dressage scores at this venue and Fiona Powell was up there with the best of them – a well deserved first followed by a double clear – congratulations. Julie Tomasik in second with Jill Thorpe in third, both also having decent scores with Elisabeth Greensmith fourth and Pam Moore just missing out. Julie’s never one to take things lying down and she drives a hard marathon – mind you so does Fiona but this time she lost out by the narrowest of margins. So, Julie in first place and second overall, Fiona in second with dressage and cones keeping her first overall, Elisabeth in third/third and Jill coming fourth/fourth.
Open Single Horse: A strong and hotly contested class – 11 turnouts. Angela Flanagan – best dressage score of the day, Paul Hart in second with another good test with Ruth Auton and Tracey Robson, just a smidge behind in joint third. (David Taylor missing out on third place driving H/C). Hovering on the sidelines – Geoff Kirby, Jan Grimble with Mike Fallowell and Marilyn Harding on a joint score. No double clears but Marilyn retired from cones and drove the marathon H/C. Sunday was a mixed bag – course corrections saw off Mike, Tony Gregory and Marilyn. There was no stopping Angela – she zipped round the seven obstacles leading from start to finish (wonder if she has a ‘red’ room to house all those rosettes!) Tracey – not far behind to take second and second overall, David in third (would have been third overall – but there you go, mystery why some drive H/C), Paul Hart a close fourth having slowed down in Obstacle 2 but a good third overall. Geoff and Jan (hovering on the sidelines) overall fourth and fifth respectively, Ruth in sixth. Not forgetting Goldie Francis who had fun testing out five of the obstacles.
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Stoneleigh – 7th & 8th August
Pairs: Combined horse and pony pairs class – horsing around were Mick Peace and Keith Harding and George Spencer and Joseph Adams with the ponies – apologies, I racked my brains and thesaurus for a pony pun but I couldn’t find one. Dressage was close with Mick just ahead of George, Keith close in third and Joseph taking fourth. No clear rounds with cones being slightly un-kinder to Mick than the others. Obstacle 6 proved alternative with Keith taking a rather torturous route through the spruce trees – took the wind out of Chris Doughty (stewarding) – never seen him run so fast! Obstacle 6 also slowed down George and Mick but not Joseph, who took it in his stride to win with George and Mick dead level in second place and Keith only very slightly behind in fourth. Overall though it was George, Joseph in second, Mick third and Keith fourth by a fraction.
Tandems: Richard Fisher v. Claudia Bunn v. Anne Chambers. Richard started proceedings with a comfortable lead in dressage, Claudia second and Anne – a minim behind. Cones were neither Claudia’s nor Anne’s favourite part of the day but they caused Richard little problem further strengthening his lead. Claudia’s marathon would have given her the edge but a course correction (obstacle 2) cost her, not as dearly as Anne (obstacle 1) who also racked up some time penalties. Scores? Richard in first/first, Claudia second/second and Anne third/third. Simples. 
Fastest round Obstacle 7

Pre Novice: Grace Howells
Novice: Amanda Hawley
Intermediate: Emma Burton Open Pony: Fiona Powell
Open Horse: Tracey Robson
Pairs: Joseph Adams

Tandems: Anne Chambers


King of the Cones

1st: Fiona Powell

2nd: Tony Gregory

3rd: Wendy Peckham

4th: Amanda Hawley

5th: Elisabeth Greensmith
6th: Tracey Robson
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ORGANISORS, STEWARDS, HELPERS, GENERAL DOGSBODIES.
Quotes to ponder:

There is something about the outside of a horse that is good for the inside of a man – Winston Churchill

Horse sense is the thing a horse has which keeps it from betting on people – W.C. Fields

Horses and children, I often think, have a lot of the good sense there is in the world – Josephine Demott Robinson

It’s always been and always will be the same in the world: The horse does the work and the coachman is tipped – Anon

A horse which stops dead just before a jump and thus propels its rider into a graceful arc provides a splendid excuse for general merriment – The Duke of Edinburgh
Even an E-type Jaguar looks merely flash beside a really smart pony and trap – Marion C. Garretty
