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It seems like a year for breaking records – hottest April on record – wettest May on record – wonder what the rest of the year holds in store?

Thoresby – 21st & 22nd April

Well, we broke one record at Thoresby - a record number of late entries. Tush! It really does cause big problems and is the one real way to put everyone who helps organise/plan the event in a bad, bad mood. Why, well just to name a couple of points – commemorative rosettes (not enough) as they have to be ordered in advance and re-scheduling the dressage and marathon times right at the last minute.

I would like to say a bit thank you to all our volunteers/stewards. Thank you to those of you who phoned me to volunteer their time, thank you to those competitors who stewarded after having had to scratch for one reason or another. Thank you also to the organiser who themed the obstacles and made some poor steward wear a headdress of dead pigeon feathers just to give the wigwams credence. For the first time in a long time it wasn’t the enormous struggle it usually is and it was greatly appreciated. 

Not a bad turnout – 56 competitors and some decent sized classes for a change. I have been asked (politely, of course!) to lay off mentioning Angela 2-horse Flanagan in every newsletter. This was slightly difficult last year because she kept on winning – but I will try my best. So this year I will start with Pam 2-turnout Brown in Pre-Novice (even if one was H/C and gave us a scary moment on Obstacle 4). There weren’t many double clear rounds in the cones – well, really there never is – but Lucia Morris was one of the few which combined with a good dressage gave her a good lead over Pam and a better one over Sara Asher. Shame about the time penalty points incurred in the marathon but it didn’t matter – might of robbed her of 1st place in the marathon but was good enough to take the class. It almost did matter for Pam who ended up 3rd in the marathon but just ahead of Sarah Asher overall.

Novice Pony/Horse : dressage scores were all fairly even with David Wagstaffe-Myers edging ahead of Phillip Reeves – for some unknown reason Phillip decided to go H/C so he ended up nowhere when he would have actually been placed. Not a clear round in sight – although Gary Norgrove could/should have done it, but there you go, only 3 points which put you in the lead at the end of the day. Which was a shame for David as he did win the dressage, and a shame for Joanne Thomas (2nd) and Cathy Towle (3rd). Gary did a nifty marathon to take 1st overall and so did David to romp in 2nd. Joanne unfortunately incurred a smidgeon of time penalties so took 3rd. (Which is where Phillip would have been if he hadn’t gone H/C!!)
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Open Pony: Jackie Herd - what a cracking dressage score. Certainly put you well in front – and only 1 penalty point in cones. The others must have been wringing their hands in despair. Although in the great scheme of things Dawn Tebbett did a decent test (2nd) and so did Tracey Fletcher (3rd). Pity about the cones Dawn! End of play saw Jackie in front, then Tracey followed by Sue Mart. Now Tracey is like a bat out of hell round those obstacles, the marathon was hers and so was the overall position. Jackie’s performance the day before was good enough to give her second overall but no marathon place. Dawn’s marathon picked her up to 2nd marathon, 4th overall with Sue Mart 3rd & 3rd.

Open Horse: Cherry Gaynor – best dressage of the score of the event : 34.8!  John Gaynor – next best in class (really family affair this) with AF (trying my best here not to mention names) ever so closely behind. Any nil point cones – nope. Some where close, the rest was like our Eurovision Song Contest effort. But Cherry remained in the lead and AF changed position with John. Open Horse is like the Flying Squad – you think you’re fast you’re not quite fast enough. It was incredibly close between 1st and 4th. Cherry was not quite fast enough but Caroline Weiss was (perhaps she should change her surname to Wizz), there was less than a point between her and James Binns, less than a point between James and Brian Cairnes and a fraction between Brian and AF. So Cherry might have been robbed of a marathon place but that dressage held her in good stead to win overall, followed by AF, James Binns and Caroline Weiss. (What happened to John?!!)

Pony Pairs: Close run class. Douglas Strachan won the dressage closely followed by Ray Aziz, closely followed by Rose Mould and that is how they stayed after the cones. Ray is known for being nippy round obstacles but Rosie just nipped ahead to take 1st but those cones where her undoing and it was 3rd overall. Ray might have been pipped to the marathon post but his dressage and cones ensured 1st overall with Douglas coming 2nd. 

Horse Pairs: Fred Pendlebury took a fairly massive lead in the dressage with the second best score of the event : 37.76. But then Fred is a master of his craft. Trevor Harding took 2nd with Chris Jamieson 3rd.  Fred’s not so bad cones (not clear though) compounded with Trevor’s and Chris’s not to good cones really consolidated his position. Really, there was no catching Fred – he absolutely creamed it. No disrespect to Trevor who came 2nd.

Tandem/Teams: Classes were combined to make it more of a challenge – otherwise David Gulley, Colin Allen and Karen Bassett would have been competing against themselves which is never much fun. Lynn Howard’s pony tandem performed a very nice dressage to take first place, followed by Colin with Audrey Budge coming somewhat 3rd. Karen retired from the dressage and drove H/C for the rest of the trials. Lynn then followed her dressage success with a decent cones result to establish first place. Colin and Audrey stayed where they were.

Times again were close between the ponies – Colin took the marathon but it was those darned cones that kept him in 2nd. Lynne (3rd) was not as fast as Audrey who took 2nd but that dressage was enough to give her 1st – and a good win at that. 

National Novice Qualifier – Pony. It must have been very galling for David Smith to have to withdraw from the dressage – gather the pony was misbehaving badly. Better luck next time David. Ann Davey took an early lead in the dressage – and, if I’m not reading the score sheet incorrectly – was one of our very, very few clear round cones drivers. Well done Ann. Close behind was Lorraine Davies who, with only 2.5 cone penalties lay 2nd, followed by Edward Foster – who also had a double clear in cones, as did Granville Styler. Goodness, we were all pulling out the stops here. Ann Davey stuck to her guns – a fast marathon meant she led from start to finish. Edward was just ahead of Lorraine for 2nd place in the marathon but Lorraine was just ahead of Edward in overall points to take 2nd overall.

National Novice Qualifier – Horse. Mike Fallowell was all smiles. A good dressage and good cones put him in a virtually unassailable position from Tracey Robson. A good marathon just put the icing on the cake!

Full results on the MDTG’s much improved website.
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Tutbury Training Day and ODE: 19th & 20th May
Well, a whole month has flown by – where did it go! I hope you were all practising like mad before the Training Day, getting ready to impress Karen Bassett and Stuart Roberts. Tutbury is such a perfect venue to hone those skills and get ready to massacre the opposition throughout the rest of the season. Thank you to Karen and Stuart for keeping you all on the straight and narrow (dressage and obstacles to spell it out) and thank you to Paul Hart, organiser, who – with the help of Geoff Kirby - did his normal splendid job.

I’m sure you’d all like to join the MDTG in extending our best wishes to Dawn Emmerson for a speedy recovery. Dawn – we all hope you feel a lot better soon.

Pre-Novice - I spot a new face. Welcome to Sasha Hitchcock – nice to see you take up the reins. 2nd in dressage and not a bad score either, especially for your first ever! Everything started off quite well it appears, Pam Brown was leading from Sasha, with Tracey Kelsall placed 3rd and Emma Burton 4th. Somehow it all seemed to go pear-shape in the marathon – Tracey retired, Emma retired and Sasha was unfortunately eliminated. Although it doesn’t tell me on the score sheet – I assume the honours went to Pam?

Novice: Two ponies and a Horse. Sue Hargreaves set the ball rolling by winning the dressage with Jane Smith not so far behind and Gary Norgrove quite a bit behind. The cones only made a slight difference in changing the Sue/Jane sequence. But Gary then pulls a ‘fast one’ to win the marathon ahead of Sue and then Jane. Not good enough though – afraid the dressage let you down Gary! Overall winner was Sue, Jane 2nd and Gary 3rd. The horse won!

Open Pony: Dawn Tebbett had a small lead in the dressage over Claire Harper with Elisabeth Greensmith not far behind in 3rd. Tutbury was not, however, to be successful for David Smith who retired after the dressage. Dawns’ lead was somewhat eroded in the cones but she clawed it all back in the marathon, Elisabeth in 2nd place and Claire in 3rd. The balls had not played in Elisabeth’s favour though and overall she dropped to 3rd below Claire.

Open Horse: Gael Newby and AF fought this one out - Gael took the dressage and the marathon but AF took overall! Balls! No – I don’t swear - I mean the balls in the cones did this to Gael. Pete Child and Geoff Kirby competed for 3rd & 4th – Geoff lead after the dressage, Pete led after the marathon and Geoff got the 3rd. Not the balls – but Pete getting time penalties! Not like Pete!

Multiples: Not much between 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th in dressage but in league order – Mick Peace, George Spencer, Ray Aziz, Chris Jamieson. Although Mick was driving H/C so I suppose I’ll have to disqualify him from the league and go for George, Ray and Chris. After the cones the order changed to George, Chris and Ray – but as we know, Ray can’t half shift – so both the marathon and overall win where his and so it became Ray, George then Chris!

[image: image7.wmf]LAST, BUT CERTAINLY BY NO MEANS LEAST – A VERY BIG THANK YOU TO ALL TUTBURY STEWARDS AND HELPERS.

OFFCHURCH – we really do need more stewards. If you can help please contact Bob Auton: 0116 753428

FOR SALE

15.2HH Bay Gelding Ride and Drive.14y.o.

Has competed in HDT as a single and pair and Driving Rallies.

For sale through no fault of his own.

Good to box, clip, shoe and catch.

Fully vaccinated. £2,200

Contact Caroline Weiss 

Phone 01623 794004 Mobile:07973 749446

(Mansfield, Notts area)

Fenix Phaeton  to fit a pair of 13.2hh or would suit a small pony team.Coach green with cream lining and brass fittings.

Used for dressage and cones can be seen on Mikewatts.com iamage 15601 Ashfields 21/22 or we can email you photos of the carriage.

Cones:   Width 138cm

£2000.00. 
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