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Fingers crossed for a better season than last year  - it was WET, WET, WET!  Offchurch  waterlogged, Knowle Hill waterlogged, Grangewood  transferred to Knowle Hill due to poor ground conditions. This year started off in fine fettle with: 
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FLUTTERING HEARTS AT JOLLY FOLLY

Wendy Peckham reports on a new initiative to bring driving trials and BDS drivers together.

The inaugural Jolly Folly, held at Laughton Manor Equestrian Centre near Sleaford in Lincolnshire, set many a heart a-fluttering as “Red” and ”Valentine’s Day” were the themes for this innovative competition held in February.

Recognising the need to “bridge the gap” between driving trials competitors and BDS members, the Jolly Folly was initiated, devised and organised by Angela Flanagan with the aim of creating a fun competition that would both introduce non-competitive drivers to the world of indoor driving trials and provide a training session in a competitive atmosphere to those more used to the harum-scarum of cones and obstacles.

Held under the auspices of the Midlands Driving Trials Group, Angela succeeded in this, the first of two Jolly Follies. That it was well supported with 20 entries – from those who were complete novices to some who had competed at national driving trials level - proved that there is a demand for this type of event.

With an outdoor arena laid out with a course of cones and a combined cones-cum-obstacle course for the competition indoors, the day was set to provide a lot of fun, although it was not without an early trauma. Angela suffered her own fluttering heart when she received a phone call at 6 o’clock that morning to say that the van, with all the equipment in, would not start – and it wasn’t just a case of a flat battery!

Steve Trebble, who was going to drive the van over before competing, generously gave up his competition debut, collected his lorry, transferred all the equipment and arrived, much to Angela’s relief, a little later than originally scheduled. However, with several volunteers giving a hand, the course was duly set and the competition started only half an hour late.
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Competitors drove the cones-cum-obstacle three times with their total score providing the results. Despite the fun element of the day, some of the driving was quite serious, with just one penalty dividing second and third in the single pony section, where Duncan Seth-Smith took the honours over Sarah Braybrook and Edward Foster respectively, and the same squeaky-tight division for first and second in the single horse section where Janice King was the victor over Dave Titmuss with Amanda Valderus taking third.

The pony pairs were a little easier to separate, with Anna Mann and her little hairies scuttling round to beat Sue Dicketts and her beautifully turned out grey ponies by a clear 30 penalties.

However, it wasn’t just rosettes that were handed out. Every whip and groom received a Valentine Heart-shaped biscuit, the winners of each class took home a well-earned bottle of wine and in the fun categories, Amanda Valderos’ horse won the prize for having the biggest heart, Anna Mann won the Hairy Pairy (ponies) and Duncan Seth-Smith won the same accolade for the drivers. The “Best Laugh of the Day” went to George Munn’s groom who giggled and squealed her way round after George went the scenic route and the Fancy Dress (Horse) went to Dave Titmuss while the Pony prize was awarded to Ann Chapman. Ann and Malcolm had worked until 11 o’clock the previous night preparing their carriage, which was adorned with red roses, hearts and a tray with more flowers and a box of All Gold chocolates. Malcolm’s comment that “we spent more time on the carriage than the pony” was borne out with the two having the highest score of the day – but prudence forbids publishing the total. However, if England were to score more like that in the cricket then maybe we would win the Ashes again!

All in all, a great day enjoyed by everyone and a big thank you to Angela for seeing her idea through from start to finish.

THORESBY – 19TH & 20TH APRIL    [image: image5.wmf]
Now we all expect poorish weather at Thoresby – and we were not disappointed!! Saturday was bitter with Sunday being only slightly better with that lovely squally drizzle. I really must thank all our stalwart stewards for braving the inclement climes – it was a long day with just over 50 competitors – made more pleasant by the competitors, what a nice bunch you all were with your thank-you’s. 
This year the MDTG invited members of the BDS to an ‘experience’ – the adventure of driving the marathon course on the Saturday. We had a few that took up the challenge and found it quite exhilarating. We hope you all enjoyed yourselves and look forward to more BDS members joining us at Offchurch and Catton.

Pre-Novice: Only two ‘competitives’ in the class – Georgie Tottle and Steven Trebble decided to do just dressage and cones,  Graham Heath also chose to go H/C with one of his turnouts. So this left Jordan Beverley and Graham. The dressage started off well for Graham but a fairly ‘grim’ cones established Jordan as leader at the end of the day. Sunday didn’t see the end of Graham’s woes – two corrections of course and subsequent elimination! Never mind – another day is another day so to speak. Congratulations to Jordan who also achieved a double clear in the cones.
Novice: Classes starting to get bigger – five in this one. Lorraine Davies started well with a good lead in dressage from Rosemary Wall closely followed by Emma Burton. Eddie Alder and Gary Norgrove were somewhat left out in the cold (well, it was bitter!) Positions were largely unchanged at the top after cones (none of which were brilliant) but Eddie did a bit better than Emma. Sunday did change the proceedings somewhat! Gary obviously goes like the proverbial clappers to win the phase but is was not enough to take the overall competition from Lorraine. Rosemary lost out to both Eddie (3rd + 3rd) and Emma (4th +  4th ) by collecting some unfortunate time penalty points. Well done all.
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Open Single Pony: Numbers increasing – getting like the old days! Eight competitors braved the chill dressage arena. Congratulations to Dawn Tebbett - my score sheet says she performed the best dressage of the day which gave her a commanding lead throughout the whole event. Judith Broom followed in second place, John Pattinson in third and Elisabeth Greensmith in fourth. I don’t like to ask Elisabeth exactly what happened in the cones or Mary Longbottom – whatever it was, it wasn’t good! Sunday saw Dawn and John fighting the marathon out neck to neck – but although John took the marathon by less a point there was nothing he could do to topple Dawn from pole position. Judith – having been lying second had to make do with third and third overall. Elisabeth made a good recovery to take fourth in the marathon but those cones (them darn cones) kept her down to fourth overall. 
Open Single Horse: Numbers double – sixteen – definitely like the old days – even though we had two driving H/C. Dressage scores between the first four were very close: Paul Chambers took the lead with Cherry Gaynor (2nd), Angela Flanagan (3rd) and Gael Newby (4th) hot on his heels. There were a few cricket scores in the cones and unfortunately Paul just happened to be one of them! This was obviously a devilishly cunningly laid out course – wonder who the culprit was? The marathon mantle on Sunday was picked up by Caroline Weiss (or is it Caroline Whiz?) who stormed through to take the marathon and first overall – just ahead of Angela and Cherry who were joint second. Cherry’s cones however let her down – therefore it was overall second to Angela, third to Cherry. Paul manfully drove like a whirling dervish to get fourth but THOSE CONES dropped him to sixth. Fourth overall went to Gael Newby and fifth to Alan Wilkinson. It was very, very close folks!
Pony & Horse Pairs: A combined class of three pony pairs (which went down to two) and five horse pairs. Dressage went to Fred Pendlebury with a good lead over Adrian Puddy, Douglas Strachan lying third. Can’t say that anyone fared well in the cones which did little to change anyone’s fortunes except widen the gap between John Gaynor and Douglas! Sunday saw Obstacle 7 present a little problem for the Horse Pairs – every one got the knockdown – quite a hat trick! Despite this Fred was as fast as many of the Open Single Ponies/Horses to consolidate the lead over Adrian to win the lot, Adrian hung on the 2nd & 2nd, Douglas 3rd & 3rd and John 4th & 4th. Congratulations all.
Pony/Horse Tandem & Pony Teams: Bit of a mixed class this one – Jeff Ormerod drove Pony Tandem, Pat Cooper & Richard Fisher – Horse Tandem, Peter Shannon (marathon only) and Ray Aziz – Pony Team. Pat lead Saturday’s proceedings with a good dressage giving a fairly sizeable lead from Richard followed by Ray then Jeff. Whereas the cones detracted slightly from Pat’s score they certainly improved Ray’s chances. Sunday highlighted Richard’s expertise at tackling the obstacles – no mean feat when driving tandem  - to win the marathon but the previous day’s score kept him down to second overall. Pat’s dressage score proved to be a bonus to maintain the lead overall but ended a marathon third whereas Jeff’s dressage score kept him down to 4th overall despite coming second. I daresay Ray must have kicked himself – a correction of course in Obstacle 2 pushed him out of third place in the marathon to the but 3rd overall. I must say that Ray looked one of the smartest marathon competitors dress wise – and also one of the coldest!

National Novice Qualifier – Pony: Edward Foster got off to an excellent start with a good dressage score with a good margin ahead of Brigitta Kronquist and David Wagstaff - Myers. A minimal score in the cones set him up in an excellent position for Sunday, Brigitta however suffered a bit in the cones and, although she remained just ahead of David the lead was somewhat eroded. With no disasters on the marathon, Edward accelerated round the course to lead from start to finish, Brigitta – not as quick as David -  lost out to third place. 
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National Novice Qualifier – Horse: Seven contenders – not a bad field. Dressage scores between the first four were pretty close with Tracey Robson leading from Sue Hargreaves followed by Diana Irwin and Jane Smith. Now, you would expect Tracey to also do a very decent cones, it was not to be – neither for her, Jane or Cathy Towle – but Wendy Peckham went clear and it certainly put her back in contention. Sunday marathon saw some nifty times round the obstacles – Diana in particular which put her in front to take the marathon and overall. Tracey upped her game to take second but the cones had been her undoing and only managed sixth place overall. Only a fraction separated third and fourth with Jane managing to get a nose ahead of Wendy and Sue who were joint fourth. Overall position put Sue in second, Jane in third and Wendy in fourth and Janice Parker in fifth.
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A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL OUR STEWARDS, HELPERS AND ORGANISORS – WITHOUT THEM IT COULDN’T HAPPEN.

TUTBURY – 18TH & 19TH MAY : TRAINING DAY & O.D.E [image: image9.wmf]
Training days are invaluable and Saturday, under the expert tuition of Stuart Roberts and Karen Bassett, gave some 20 turnouts the opportunity to learn, brush up skills for both dressage and obstacle phases. Thank you Stuart and Karen for you time and consideration – your pupils were most grateful – even if Sunday did fall apart for some of them!
A O.D.E is quite a lot to take in – for driver and driven. Dressage to remember, cones to remember, obstacles to remember – in fact so much to remember that it is quite an accolade that most of you did remember the whole thing! The marathon was a shortened course of one section of approx. 7km (it was hilly though!) with 5 obstacles for pre-novice/novice and 6 for the rest, one of which was water – caused the odd hiccup!
Pre-Novice/Novice Horse. Steve Trebble took a fairly comfortable lead in dressage ahead of Rosemary Wall – a lead somewhat eroded after the cones, can’t say Rosemary had a good round either but it did bring Janice Carley into contention and Aaron Foster. Such a shame that both Janice and Sasha Hitchcock withdrew from the marathon – but we all go on to fight another day.  Steve actually is quite nifty and consistent round obstacles which kept him in the lead to score a double first (I really wanted to write treble but thought it was really too much of a pun). Rosemary was not far behind to take second but obstacle 5 appeared to slow her down, as it did Shane Kitchen (third) but not as much as poor Aaron Foster who had to be content with fourth. Hope you all had fun.
Open Single Pony/Horse. Bit of a battle here between Judith Broom and Angela Flanagan for the dressage – very close but Judith just brushed ahead with Geoff Kirby lying  third, Ruth Auton in fourth. Judith swept away her lead with a fairly innocuous cones (not as innocuous as Elisabeth Greensmith – sorry Elisabeth) which changed the running order to Angela, Judith, Geoff, Ruth, David Smith and Elisabeth. Now they’re all pretty hot round those obstacles – Angela a veritable streak of orange to flash ahead in first (and first overall), Elisabeth upped her game to romp in second but those cones had done the damage so it was only fourth overall, Judith’s dressage stood her in good stead to come second overall but had to be content with a marathon third. Ruth capsized in Obstacle 5 (assumedly practicing emergency procedures’ before going on that cruise - I hope Bob threw her a life-jacket) – might have scuppered a marathon place but she still got home in fifth. Unfortunately it all fell apart for David in Obstacle 4! 
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Pony Pairs/Teams. We started with three pony pairs, one pony team and ended the day with one of each. Wendy Wadsworth (p/p) started well with the dressage but decided to drive the cones H/C which effectively put her out of the competition. Terry Kirby (p/p), lying second after the dressage, went on to win the marathon and overall (despite an iffy cones!). Joseph Adams (p/t) – who was actually ahead of Terry after the iffy cones – was unfortunate enough to have to put a groom down in Obstacle 2. (No, I don’t mean euthanized – just got off ) which gave him second and second overall. Pam – you retired in the cones?! Dare I ask why?
Horse Pairs. There were four competitors, sort of; Trevor Harding was bringing a youngster so this was more of a training session. Mike Peace, as would be expected, started swimming well with the dressage – streets ahead– and then disaster of Titanic proportions, ELIMINATED in the cones. Disaster – but a lifebelt for Chris Doughty and Chris Jamieson! The marathon was closely contended with CD  just edging ahead of CJ.
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OFFCHURCHBURY : TDE – 14th & 15th JUNE                           [image: image12.wmf]
One of the favourite events on the calendar. Weather forecast was heavy showers but it was didn’t happen – in fact it was perfect. We also welcomed a few BDS/Ex MDTG drivers who took advantage of being able to drive the marathon course on Saturday – I do hope we see them at Grangewood and Catton. Obviously a good night was had by all on the Saturday night – the rush on loo rolls (13 gone before 10.30am!) for Sunday morning was a bit tense for Lesley, thought we might have to send our illustrious chairman out with the pair for a Tesco drive! The fact there was a polo tournament on at the same time was quite interesting even if they did have trouble hitting the puck – they certainly had trouble catching their ponies. They certainly were a glamorous lot – lot of tossing of long blond hair and that was the boys! The visit by the air ambulance (polo casualty!) on the walk section on Sunday was also novel – if not wholly appreciated by some unfortunate MDTG competitors. 
Pre-Novice: Dressage saw Steven Trebble take the lead yet again – does a nice dressage does Steve – gives an edge for the Sunday performance! Georgie Tottle was placed second and Shane Kitchen third. Cones caught Georgie out a bit but not Shane who scored a double clear! Well done Shane – put you just ahead of Georgie. Now, I feel here that I should mention the cunningly devised cones course designed by Terry Day. For those who thought it too tough should take a note of the Pre-Novice and Novice competitors (four double clears out of 12 turnouts) who made mincemeat of the course whereas for Open classes it was more of a corned beef hash!!! The marathon saw Georgie retire after Obstacle 4 and it was left to Steve and Shane – but whereas Steve attacked the bank obstacles to win (made of stern stuff) they were the undoing of Shane (as they were to quite a few)! Never mind – second is a good result.
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Novice pony: Four competitors as Clare Campbell decided to go H/C – a bad decision in hindsight and I’m sure Clare is still kicking herself – first in the dressage (good score as well) and would have come second overall! Rosemary Wall was a fair way behind in second place followed closely by Frank Campbell in third, Emma Burton not far behind and Veronica Zwetsloot hanging on in there. Congratulations to Frank and Clare  – double clear in cones – bit of a family affair!  With Clare now out of the running (H/C!!!!) it was Frank who started Sunday in pole position, Rosemary on his tail and Emma on hers. The water proved a problem for everyone – except Frank who stormed round for an excellent win. Emma finished second, Rosemary third and Veronica in fourth.
Novice Horse: Three turnouts for dressage – Graham Heath, Sarah Woodward and Graham Heath (h/c). Another one who’s kicking himself - won the dressage AND he got a double clear in the cones! Grief!! Having said that Sarah performed a nice dressage test to take second and – in comparison to the novice pony class – was pretty nifty round the obstacles although the water did prove problematic. Congratulations Sarah – you deserve your win.
Open Single Pony: Nice big class of eleven, some of whom have really been practising their dressage. Lovely test by Sue Mart – second best score of the day. Lovely test also by Caroline Douglas for second place, Sally Mermod for third and Claire Hitchisson for fourth. Congratulations also to Caroline – double clear in the cones. Eek, Pam (Moore) – where were you going?? Cone faults meant that Caroline started the marathon in the lead but not for long – Sue hurtled round those obstacles to take an unassailable lead from Claire (second) and Genys Ellis  (third) who popped up from nowhere, as did Elisabeth Greensmith (fourth). Overall the unassailable Sue won the lot, Caroline – who missed out on a marathon place – came joint second with Claire, Glenys took fourth, Louise Garget fifth and Elisabeth sixth.
Open single Horse: slightly clear cut as Angela Flanagan performed the best dressage of the day which saw off Alan Wilkinson in second place and Geoff Kirby in third. Penalties incurred in the cones did absolutely nothing to change running order and with Angela doing her normal zesty marathon meant she romped home in first position leaving Alan to be content with second and Geoff in third.
Pony/Horse Pairs: Saturday started well for Mick Peace, ahead in the dressage from Wendy Wadsworth, George Spencer and Caronne Daft. Everyone had a fairly grim cones – no double clears but all double figures – so it was all fairly even stevens for Sunday. Mick, as ever, zipped round the obstacles (spare a thought for poor exhausted Jilly - zipping from one to the other to watch!) to score a win but George was not far behind in second place and Keith Harding not far behind George in third. Wendy retired as did Trevor Harding (youngsters – horses I mean, not Wendy or Trevor!) Caronne appeared to have difficulties in the water which kept her down to fourth place in the marathon. Overall positions remained constant with Mick in the lead, George – second, Keith – third and Caronne in fourth.
Horse Tandems/Pony Team: just love Joseph Adam’s team of little greys and full of admiration at the expertise of Richard Fisher and David Gulley’s driving – makes tandem driving look effortless – which, of course, it is anything but. David’s tandem are, I must say, somewhat on the large size! Dressage put Richard ahead of Joseph with David lying in third place, positions were unaltered after cones. Sunday marathon – and it was Richard in the lead from start to finish, Joseph however incurred time penalties that dropped him to third and third overall with David in second and second.
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Novice Qualifers: Roger Campbell took the dressage with Tracey Robson lying second, ahead of Jane Smith and then Wendy Peckham. A fairly decent cones by all (no clears but no double figures) saw little change to the proceedings. All four were pretty nifty round the obstacles but Roger – just that bit niftier – trio of reds for Roger then. Tracey, not far behind  and would have taken second but 5 penalty points (change of pace) actually put her down to fourth and second overall. This put Jane in second but unfortunately her dressage kept her down to third overall and Wendy in third and fourth overall. What a difference just 5 little points made!
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GRANGEWOOD DRIVING TRIAL, WHICH IS SUPPORTED BY THE NATIONAL FOREST COMPANY AND WOODLAND TRUST, HAS BEEN FORTUNATE IN GAINING SOME SPONSORSHIP. IT HAS THEREFORE BEEN DECIDED THAT IF MEMBERS OF OTHER CLUBS WISH TO COME TO THIS EVENT, THEY WILL ONLY BE REQUIRED TO PAY THE MIDLAND MEMBERS ENTRY FEE OF £50. THIS WILL HOPEFULLY HELP TOWARDS FUEL. MIDLAND MEMBERS WILL BE ABLE TO HAVE THE NORMAL GRANGEWOOD SATURDAY EVENING MEAL FREE. THE VENUS IS 6 MILES FROM CATTON WITH EASY ACCES FROM M42 OR A38. WE HOPE TO SEE LOTS OF YOU AT GRANGEOOD ON 23RD & 24TH AUGUST.
TRAINING DAYS????????? – COMPETITORS – ARE YOU INTERESTED IN TRAINING DAYS ORGANISED OVER THE WINTER – IF SO – WHICH MONTH AND WITH WHOM? WOULD YOU LIKE SOMEONE LIKE KAREN BASSETT (WOULD INCREASE THE COST). ANSWERS/SUGGESTIONS WOULD BE MOST WELCOME. PLEASE CONTACT ANGELA FLANAGAN: 07740 707729
TREASURER – due to other commitments Shelagh Gant is retiring as MDTG treasurer at the end of this year. The job entails less than an hour per week and attending some Board meetings which are held approximately every 6 weeks at Ashby de la Zouch, Leicestershire. If anyone can help please contact Chris Doughty.

Jolly Follies – provisional dates for the next series will be 23rd November, 1st February and Ist March
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	 23rd & 24th August 
	Grangewood TDE

	 6th & 7th September 
	Catton Pk - Club Champ TDE

	 4th & 5th October 
	Rugby RC TDE & Party 

	
	


