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Seems that Autumn comes earlier every year – certainly Christmas does looking at the in-store decorations/trees for sale, and we haven’t even got passed Halloween and Guy Fawkes yet but sadly we are virtually at the end of another driving season with one final event to go.
AGM/Competitors Conference – Sunday 21st November 2010
Whitehouse Hotel, Kegworth @ 2.00pm
To all those wishing to attend the AGM/Competitors Conference notification form is attached. Couple of points – coffee will not be laid on but will be available at the bar, neither will lunch but if you have the ‘munchies’ you will need to book a table in advance (01509 672427).
TROPHIES

Trophy Holders – could you please return your well-gotten spoils beforehand.

Trophy Winners – congratulations – could you please be there (or make arrangements) to collect.
Grangewood – 7th & 8th August
Hats off to the scorers on this one – TDE, Regional, Novice Qualifier, Inter-club Team Competition all rolled into one! Hats off to all our stewards and helpers for staying the course – 63 entries – it was a long day for them.
Inclement weather or what! Friday/Saturday - Wet, Wet, Wet. Getting lorries down to the lorry park was a nightmare, let alone arranging tractors to get them back up the hill again and then, low and behold, on Sunday the sun shone and everything was alright. Someone up there must have been looking down (and looking after) your organiser, Geoff Kirby.
Pre-Novice: Lucy Barclay (horse) v. Carole Roberts (pony). Might seem a bit uneven and certainly they did have their ups and downs! Lucy started with a fairly substantial lead in the dressage and then had a bit of a ‘whoopsie’ in the cones, being eliminated for driving 8 after 14. Have to say though, cones were a bit cunning and some bright spark had devised a Maltese Cross section in the middle – mentioning no names but he clonked a few balls off on the way round! So, unfortunately did Carole – never mind. Carole also had a tough time on the marathon in Obstacle 8 (water!!!) putting her in second place but first overall with Lucy making do with just the two red rosettes (dressage & marathon) and no overall place.
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Novice: Nice dressage from both Amanda Hawley and Sue Hargreaves (beats me why Sue went H/C as she could have been the clear winner of this class but then, ours is not to reason why!) Back to business – Amanda in first, Pam Brown second and Cathy Gilbert in third (four in the class). No clear rounds but nothing drastic so places remained as they were. Amanda was doing pretty well in the marathon but a course correction in Obstacle 2 (20 points does seem a lot) cost her the marathon which went to Cathy. Overall, however, it was Amanda in first, Cathy in second and the others – nowhere as they were driving H/C.
Intermediate Single: 9 competitors in the class with 7 being Regional entries. Having performed an excellent dressage (but not the best of the day) with his H/C horse and a good cones with both, Graham Heath was unfortunate and withdrew his two horses from the competition. Ann Davey therefore claimed first place with Zoe Morgan hard on her heels, Diana Irwin in a respectable third and Graham (with his non-H/C horse) fourth. Two double clear cones – Diana Irwin and Wendy Peckham – congratulations to you both, minimal points by everyone else. No hiccups for Diana in the marathon, romping home in first place, second overall, Ann staved off Jenny Burrows for second place but first overall, Jenny (who just missed out on a dressage place) third and fourth overall, Zoe (a fraction behind) to take fourth and third overall, Wendy fifth overall. The other competitors?? Well, Emma Burton had a ‘mishap’ but all ended well and they went on to fight another day, Rosemary Wall drove H/C. (Don’t like to leave anyone out). 
Regional results: Pony – 1st Ann Davey. Horse – 1st Diana Irwin, 2nd Zoe Morgan, 3rd Jenny Burrows, 4th Wendy Peckham
Open Single Pony: A strong class with 11 entries, 4 driving the Regional. Very little between first and second place in dressage with Julie Camm inching ahead of Naomi Harbach, Sharon Redfern in third and Cathy Willis in fourth. Dawn Tebbett had ‘one of those days’ and withdrew from the proceedings. FOUR double clears in cones – congratulations to Julie, Naomi, Sharon and Nicola Blandin. (dear me, we don’t often give these away – looks like we’ll have to place an order for 2011). Some pretty fast obstacles and, as ever, Julie Tomasik was in her element to win - just ahead of Naomi (who won overall) – but dressage and penalty points in cones kept her down to fifth overall. Third place (and third overall) went to Sharon, fourth and fourth to Nicola. Cathy was unplaced in the marathon but claimed sixth overall. Empty handed were Elisabeth Greensmith, David Smith, Sue Squirrel and Pam Moore – commiserations but, in actual fact, you all do have a ruck of rosettes stashed away. 
Regional results: 1st Naomi Harbach, 2nd Sharon Redfern, 3rd Nicola Blandin, 4th Cathy Willis.

Open Single Horse: Golly, classes are getting bigger and the competition greater – 14 this time with one Regional competitor. Pam Neill actually had the best dressage score of the day – but drove H/C and then retired after the cones! So, dressage went to Angela Flanagan who would have been very, very closely followed by Caroline Weiss but who didn’t count as she was also driving H/C – hey ho. In second position was Paul Hart (whose score actually was very close to Angela’s and Caroline’s), Carol Pawson in third (another good score) with Chris Van Reen on her heels in fourth. Gael Newby was very much in the frame but not in the frame – (H/C. NO double clears – shame on you all!! Marathon day is always full of surprises, you think its all in the bag and then someone comes up from nowhere and so it was, in the shape of Philip Reeves. Now, have to say, there was very little between 1st and 4th marathon places and the order of running was Philip, Carol, Angela and Caroline with Paul Hart missing out because he clonked Obs 3, as did Ruth Auton and Jan Grimble who had senior moments. Overall – 1st Angela, 2nd Carol, 3rd Chris, 4th Paul, 5th Philip with Tracey Robson in 6th.
Regional Result: 1st Mike Fallowell.

Pony Pairs: 7 turnouts with 3 driving the Regional. Alan Rutledge started well with a more than reasonable lead from David Wheeldon, Joseph Adams and Christine Twigg not far behind in third and fourth. (Discounting Wendy Wadsworth who would have been a close second but, again H/C). Cones, well we won’t go there!! Dressage is just not some peoples cup of tea but the marathon and those obstacles certainly are – and this is where Christine comes into her own, bouncing up from fourth to first and second overall. Alan, however, was not being left out in the cold coming a good second with the dressage standing him in good stead to take overall first, Joseph – just a tad behind – in third and third overall, Stephanie Byrne in fourth (and fourth) and David (having done so well) making do with fifth and fifth.
Regional result: 1st Alan, 2nd Christine, 3rd Joseph
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Horse Pairs: Quadruplet – Mick Peace, Keith Harding, Andrew Williams and Dave Crosby – the latter two driving the Regional also. Dressage, well no surprises here with the honours going to Mick with Andrew not far behind in second and then a ‘little’ gap to Keith in third, Dave just behind in fourth. Mick’s horses threw an absolute wobbly in cones forcing him to retire, the others survived – with penalties. Have to say, Andrew was a bit nifty round the obstacles to take first place and first overall, Mick (being slightly cautious after Saturdays proceedings) took second, Keith (who totally lost the plot in Obs 4) third and second overall with Dave in fourth and third overall.
Regional result: 1st Andrew, 2nd Dave

Tandems: Another foursome – Claudia Bunn, David Gulley, Anne Chambers and Richard Fisher. Started well for Claudia with the dressage placing her just ahead of David, Anne just slightly behind in third just in front of Richard in fourth. Cones – nothing to shout about but they did prove a bit of a set back for David. Marathon, oh dear Claudia – it all went a bit awry in Obs 1, never much fun to find you’ve been eliminated when you look at the score board. Richard, however, had a cracking round to win – so cracking that he also won overall. Anne came a good second and second overall with David (who had problems in Obs. 4 & 5) third and third. 
Teams: Gary Power (also a regional competitor) versus Julie Wedgbury and Karen Bassett. Dressage saw Gary take the lead from Julie with Karen in third place. Cones were unkind to Gary who collected more penalties than he would have liked but put everyone on an even keel. The marathon saw Karen retire after Obs 1 (naughty horse) leaving Julie and Gary to battle it out. Obs 4 & 7 were Gary’s nemesis although Julie was slightly faster through the obstacles bar one. Result: Julie double first, Gary double second.
Regional Result: 1st Gary.

Novice Qualifier Pony: Lianne Dolan, Stephen Trebble and Ginny White – all who entered Regional as well. Less than one dressage point separated Lianne from Stephen with the latter being just 0.51 ahead after cones. Sunday saw the three of them trounce round the obstacles at a good lick – a correction of course in Obs 6 kept Ginny down to third place and third overall, Lianne and Stephen were neck to neck all the way but it was Stephen who had the edge to take first and first overall, Lianne making do with second and second.
Regional Result: 1st Stephen, 2nd Lianne, 3rd Ginny

Novice Qualifier Horse: Matt Were v. Carole Redgrave (both Regional). Dressage saw Matt take a comfortable lead which was compounded by a double clear in cones (well done). He also proved exceptionally nimble throughout the obstacles to take a well deserved win throughout all three phases. Never mind Carole – Obs. 6 was a real nightmare for quite a few.
Regional Result: 1st Matt, 2nd Carole

Inter-Club Team Competition

1st – White Horse: Nicola Blandin, Naomi Harbach. Alan Rutledge, Matt Were

2nd - MDTG1: Emma Burton, Julie Tomasik, Tracey Robson, Paul Hart

3rd – MDTG2: Lucy Barclay, Elisabeth Greensmith, Angela Flanagan, Stephen Trebble

4th – MDTG3: Wendy Peckham, Ruth Auton, Mick Peace, Lianne Dolan

5th – East Anglia: Zoe Morgan, Steph Byrne, Dave Crosby, Gary Power

King of the Cones

1st – Matt Were. 2nd – Julie Camm. 3rd – Nicola Blandin. 4th – Naomi Harbatch, 5th – Diana Irwin. 6th – Sharon Redfern.
[image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf][image: image9.wmf]LESLEY WEST WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE FOR THEIR KIND AND GENEROUS GIFT OF MULTIPLE LOO ROLLS PRESENTED TO HER ON SATURDAY NIGHT. YOU’LL BE DELIGHTED TO KNOW MOST OF THEM DISAPPEARED!!!
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CATTON CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS: 25TH & 26TH SEPTEMBER 2010
The Grand Finale incorporating, not only the TDE/Club championships but also the Paul Tointon Trophy competition and (the increasingly popular) ODE for Newcomers. Furthermore those who drove Obs. 7 the fastest in their class were receivers of a Northern Plan Voucher and there was the additional prize for the best and fastest marathon which went to Angela Flanagan (I know – we’re all surprised aren’t we!!). Phew, makes you wonder how we fitted it all in. 
35 entries for the TDE/Club Championships plus 8 Newcomers – a good turnout for a blustery September weekend.

Pre-Novice: Marion Lovelace v. Lianne Dolan. A close fought dressage with Lianne taking the lead and following it up with double clear in cones - congratulations. Marion had a rather disastrous Sunday picking up time and correction of course penalties (we all have good days and bad days) – Lianne, however, went from strength to strength winning all three phases and the Northern Plan Voucher.
Novice: What a strange class! There were three competitors and then there were none? Gael Newby would have won the dressage if she hadn’t have gone H/C so first went to Pam Brown with Amanda Hawley in second – no great surprises in the cones but no winners for the marathon – extraordinary! Gael was out of it (H/C), Pam was out of it (H/C) and Amanda had a ‘whoopsy’ in Obs. 2 and retired. Save anyone having to polish the Trophy for the year but Pam did at least get round and collected the Northern Plan Voucher.
Intermediate Single: Only 2 runners in this one – both MDTG members: Emma Burton v. Rosemary Wall. Emma had a fairly clear win in dressage and a double clear in cones putting her in a commanding position for Sunday’s marathon. Ah, but now I notice that Rosemary decided to drive H/C so we’re down to one runner! Now, don’t let this detract from Emma’s win – it was a good one and she was one of the fastest round Obs. 7 and well deserved the Northern Plan Voucher.
Open Single Pony: A class of 5 with fierce competition in the marathon between Dawn Tebbett and Julie Tomasik – but enough of that later. Dressage – well, Dawn, what a score. Absolutely cracking, best one of the competition – bet you were thrilled with that. Then a double clear in cones – bet the bubbly was flowing on Saturday night! Second was Sue Bushell with a very decent score but not good enough which must have been a bit galling, Julie Tomasik in third and Pam Moore in fourth. Pam unfortunately had to retire after cones. Now Julie may not have had the best dressage but she can certainly motor when it comes to obstacles – and so can Dawn and it was SOOO close with Julie finishing just ahead to win the marathon (and the Northern Plan Voucher), Dawn second but first overall, David Smith in third and fourth overall and Sue Bushall in third and fourth overall. 
Open Single Horse: Thirteen – ooh dear – unlucky for some! Dressage – very close between the leaders – Angela in first followed by Carol Pawson, Geoff Kirby and Paul Hart.  A bit of precision driving through the cones with three double clears – Caroline Weiss, Philip Reeve and Angela. Did I mention that 13 was unlucky for some – proved to be for Mike Fallowell who was eliminated for driving 10 after 14 and Trevor Harding whose mind must have been more on the cricket. Marathon – well Angela led from start to finish, had to really with the dressage, the double clear and the best marathon of the day! Mind you, the Northern Plan Voucher went Carol Pawson (who just missed out on the best marathon by 3.5 points) as did third place and second overall. Caroline Weiss who was even closer to getting the best marathon but was beaten by 2 points ended up second and third overall, Philip Reeve in fourth and sixth, Paul Hart – fourth overall and Tracey Robson in fifth overall. Well done to you all and commiserations to Lynne Longbottom, Jan Grimble, Chris Van Reen and Ruth Auton and others who have been mentioned but missed out – this was an extremely strong class.
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Pairs: Pony and Horse combined with 5 turnouts – Fiona Powell, George Spencer, Alistair Bower, David Wheeldon and Mick Peace with Barry Capstick joining the fold for the marathon. Micks’ dressage was up to scratch as normal, Georges’ as well for first and second place, David right in touch in third with Alistair breathing down his neck. Double clear for George – congratulations. Marathon turned things around a tad. Fiona can’t half shift, she really was considerably faster than her colleagues (with the exception of Barry who was driving H/C but was only 0.2 behind having had a slow start in Obs 1). There you go, she fairly leapt into first place and first overall, George in second and second overall, Mick in third but fourth overall, Alistair in fourth and third overall. David had a course correction in Obs 7 and had to make do with fifth. And the Northern Plan Voucher – went to Fiona.
Tandems: Claudia Bunn, David Gulley and Richard Fisher. A much better day for Claudia – dressage win combined with double clear must have put a smile on her face. Richard in second and David a close third. Nine times out of ten Richard seems to score success in the marathon and this was one of those times but overall it was Claudia’s dressage and cones that stood her in good stead. David unfortunately suffered 20 penalty points in Obs 7 keeping him down to third place. Claudia therefore second and first overall, Richard first and second with David in third and third. Northern Plan Voucher also went to Claudia.
Teams: Julie Wedgbury v. Ursula Hirschburg. Julie seems to be pocketing a lot of red rosettes at the moment! Dressage followed by double clear cones combined with Ursula picking up some heavy unwanted penalties in the cones put her in a fairly unassailable position – and so it was. Ursula did not however go away empty handed and took a Northern Plan Voucher home with her.

Paul Tointon Trophy

1st: Open Expectations: Sue Bushell, David Smith, Dawn Tebbett, Carol Pawson

2nd: Short Legs and Busted Shoulders: Emma Burton, Lianne Dolan, Julie Wedgbury, Julie       Tomasik

3rd: Fishcakes: Angela Flanagan, Chris Van Reen, Fiona Powell, Richard Fisher

4th: Caroline and the Goggers: Caroline Weiss, George Spencer, Mick Peace, David Gulley

5th: Whatnots: Ruth Auton, David Wheeldon, Paul Hart, Tracey Robson
King of the Cones

1st: Lianne Dolan, 2nd Dawn Tebbett, 3rd Julie Wedgebury, 4th Caroline Weiss, 5th Emma Burton, 6th Angela Flanagan

Newcomers/Small Ponies ODE: 8 turnouts joined us for the day – you have to really put your thinking head on to do a ODE – remember dressage, learn cones, remember 5 obstacles all in a short space of time – beyond me! The day started well for Lucy Taft and Linda Wiggins both with good dressage scores (first and second) with a little gap to third and fourth place – Becky Woodhouse and Mick Ward. Linda almost caught Lucy up with a double clear in cones, but not quite! The afternoon saw a mixed bag of fortunes with Becky, Mick and Andrea Jackson all being eliminated for taking the wrong course through obstacles (it is tough, but I hope you enjoyed the day). Lucy maintained her lead to take first place ahead of Linda, Carl Warrilow in third (and the Northern Plan Voucher), Sarah Binns in fourth and Lindsey Doran in fifth. 
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TRAINING FOR TRIALS

I would like, on behalf of the British Horse Driving Trials Association, to thank MDTG for their close cooperation in what turned out to be a very successful (if wet!) training weekend over 2-3rd October.

The loan of equipment, the help given on the preceding Friday by Paul Hart and Mick Peace in appalling weather, and the volunteers  who willingly gave their time to demonstrate the ‘nuts and bolts’ side of Driving Trials, just goes to prove what can be achieved when we all pool our resources.

We hope that the pattern that we have set can be repeated in other regions when/if funding becomes available.

Again, many thanks to all the volunteers, and especially to the MDTG members who toiled in the rain all day on Sunday to keep the 20 turnouts moving on. The five Ukcc Coaches went away on a very enthusiastic note, and from the comments received so far, all 60+ participants took something away with them to improve their and their horse’s performance.

Tony Gregory

BHDTA Midlands Region Representative.
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MIDLANDS DRIVING TRIALS LIMITED

NOMINATION FORM FOR ELECTION TO THE BOARD

We have three members of the committee who could retire this year: Roger Godfrey, David West, and Sally Conner, all three have agreed to stand again. If you wish to stand for election – you will need a proposer and seconder, both must be members of the MDTG – please notify Angela Flanagan by 30th October so we can send out the appropriate voting papers.
Nominee ……………………………………………………………………………….
Proposer ……………………………………………………………………………….
Seconder ………………………………………………………………………………

Please return to Angela Flanagan by 30th October 2010
Magela, Melton Road, Upper Broughton, Nr Melton Mowbray, Leics. LE14 3BG











