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Midlands Driving Trials Group

AGM minutes ~ 21st November 2010
Whitehouse Hotel, Kegworth @ 1400hrs
Welcome by Chair – Roger Godfrey
Apologies – 
Keith & Sue Hargreaves, Ian Douglas, Jan & Martin Warner, Lucy Barclay, Carol Redgrave, Goldie Francis, Teresa Macleod, Gael Newby, Douglas & Doreen Strachan, Trevor & Marilyn Harding, Chris & Jenny Doughty, Mike Watts, Fiona Powell, David & Judy Gulley, Keith Harding, Caroline Weiss, Jill & Derek Holah, Mick Bale.
Previous minutes - agreed as correct

Appointment of Board
·  Reappointment of Board – Proposed: Mick Peace. Seconded: George Spencer. Carried.
Adoption of Financial Report
· Stephen Trebble gave overview of income/expenditure reports 2010 and 2009/2010comparison. 
· Club in sound health financially – Current account approx. £7K. Deposit: £9K.
· Proposal to adopt financial report – Proposed:  Mike Fallowell. Seconded: Ruth Auton. Carried.

Mick Peace thanked the Board and organizers for a superb job.

AGM closed @ 1411 hrs

Competitors Conference ~ 2010

Chairman’s Report – Roger Godfrey
· Thanked organizers, stewards, and helpers – in particular David & Lesley West and also webmaster. 
· Events superbly run – each had their own merit. Stoneleigh abandoned due to prohibitive cost 2011.
· MDTG exceptionally good year – new members as well as regulars.

· Chairman’s Award – Wendy Peckham.

Publicity Report – Wendy Peckham
This year the Board agreed to run a series of paid for adverts in All Horse magazine (part of the Redpin Publishing Group). The aim was to attract spectators rather than entries and promoted competition dates, venues, refreshments, facilities and FREE admission.

In return we received guaranteed editorial to include a season preview, individual event previews and post competition reports, plus the AGM.

Reports also appeared in Carriage Driving (although space is always at a premium here so not all that are submitted get published), In Harness and – when applicable – Equestrian Life.

Drivetime, the new(ish) quarterly magazine prefers images rather than reports and these are occasionally published. (Copies of the latest Drivetime are available at the back of the room so please help yourself before leaving.)

As ever, images are vital to getting reports published. This season several events have been attended by Pitcher’s Story but, while the photos have been good and Marilyn has promptly supplied me with as many images as requested – free of charge – the lack of orders from competitors has made attending Midlands’ events unviable. The lack of orders does, I understand, lie partly with the fact that the Pitcher’s Story website was not particularly easy to access and upload and there were problems for some who tried to submit orders, which has been unfortunate.

Towards the end of the season, NorthernPlan started to take photos at our events and I hope to be working with them next year. I have also been approached by an amateur photographer who is keen to take pictures in 2011 so I have a bit of a juggling act to perform!

Talking of next season I will be working closely with Chris Hillman, BHDTA’s Director of Marketing Programmes, over publicity for our event at Arena UK. I am also hoping to complete a project started earlier this year whereby journalists from two leading titles ‘have-a-go’ at driving trials which should give the sport some excellent coverage.

0

EVENTS 2011
Arena UK

· Carriage Driving extravaganza putting driving in front of a wider audience – BHDTA National 3 day event, MDTG Club 2 day event, BDS Championship, Scurry, Hackney and possibly Country Fair on site. 
· Owner more than helpful
· MDTG has ability to run event – need competitors, helpers. Volunteers VITAL.
Stoneleigh

· Alternative venue required – suggestions to David Smith and David West

Grangewood

· May include Junior National Championships – await decision from BHDTA
2011 Events

BHDTA
MDTG


April 15 – 17
Arena UK
                                 


April 16 – 17

          Arena UK




May 6 - 8
Ashfields
 

May 11 – 15
Royal Windsor

May 14 - 15
St. Fort (Regional)


May 21 – 22

            Tutbury TDE/Newcomers ODE/Pleasure Drive
May 27 – 29
Hopetoun

June 4 – 5
Windsor Park (Regional)
June 11 – 12

           TBA – TDE, Newcomers ODE, Pleasure Drive


June 18 - 19
Newnham Regional
            


June 24 - 26
Sandringham House




July 2 - 3

           Offchurchbury TDE & NNQ, Newcomers ODE, Pleasure Drive

July 8 - 10
Catton Park
July 16 – 17
Allerton (Regional)


July 22 - 24
Erddig
July 30 – 31

            Widmerpool TDE, Newcomers ODE, Pleasure Drive

August 5 – 7
Holker Hall



August 12 - 14
Necarne (Regional)


August 20 – 21
Goodwood (Regional)
            Grangewood TDE
September 9 - 11
National Championships




September 24 - 25

          Catton Park Club Championships TDE+ Newcomers ODE

.
Training

· Angela Flanagan achieved Level 2 UK Coaching Certificate, taking Level 3 shortly. If competitors organize venue (Catton/Arena UK ideal as permanent facilities) for group training sessions Angela will be available.
BHDTA Affiliated Clubs’ Midland Region Rep’s report November 2010 – Tony Gregory
The Affiliated Club Liaison Committee has only met once during 2010, but all members have kept in touch via email and by meeting at National events throughout the season. At the meeting preceding the Affiliated Club meeting at Kegworth on October 30th, Martyn Willis (Southern Region) was elected as the Club Representative on the BHDTA Council as Audrey Barron was standing down. He joins our Liaison Committee Chairman Mike Watts on the Council. Now that the Affiliated Clubs have two voices on Council, any queries, criticisms or even praise can pass directly from the Club reps to Council. We have proved over the past three years that this system works, so we ask you all to use it.

As a member of this club, you are automatically insured for up to £30m when attending or competing at events run by your club. If you want or need to extend this cover, you can contact the BHDTA to upgrade your membership. For instance, by becoming an Associate Member of BHDTA, costing £54/year, you will get this £30m of legal liability cover for 365 days/year.

Over the past year, the Club Liaison Committee has been exploring the possibility of creating a model set of rules for driving trials, in the hope that they might become adopted in time by the Clubs, so that club competitors entering at ‘other clubs’ will  not have to learn another set of rules. We hope to present our proposals to Council in the near future.

I have continued to represent the BHDTA at the British Equestrian Federation, serving on both their Participation and Volunteer Steering Groups. This, I believe, has had the effect of raising the profile of driving trials amongst the other fifteen equine disciplines in the Federation. The BHDTA has been very pleased to receive substantial grant aid from Sport England via the BEF, thus enabling BHDTA to organise some meaningful training.
BHDTA Affiliated Clubs’ Midland Region Rep’s report November 2010 – Tony Gregory

 To this end, I organised, with Tony Bache and our wives Carol and Gill, a very successful two day Training Weekend (Training for Trials) at the beginning of October when some 65 delegates were advised of the best way forward enabling then to compete in National Events. On the first day, in classrooms, all subjects were covered by 5 volunteers, from vehicle maintenance, harness and its fitting, what to wear, overnight accommodation, to the role of the back-stepper. Qualified Ukcc Coaches advised on fittening the horse, tips on better dressage and cone driving, and time-keeping on the marathon. Participants ranged from Club pre-novice through to those needing the push to go National. On the second (very wet) day at Catton Park, 22 drivers and their back-steppers were able to drive a full size dressage arena, a full size cones course, and three of Catton’s National style obstacles - all under the tuition of five Ukcc Coaches. Also, 20+ would-be Stewards were given tuition on that aspect of the sport. It has to be said here that considerable help was given by members of Midland Driving Trials Group, and the Organisers are very grateful for their assistance and the loan of equipment. 

It is anticipated that with more funding from Sport England, Training for Trials will appear in another Region next year and other Regions in subsequent years.

Once again, addressing myself to your Committee, there may be matters, sooner or later, that I can refer on your behalf, via my Club Liaison Chairman, directly to BHDTA council, thus saving time and inconvenience.

Sports Physcology 
· Tony Gregory advised by BHDTA that courses now available. Interested parties contact BHDTA website.
Questions 
Julie Tomasik

· Catton – in view of incidents, should Novice classes drive Obs 2. Members agreed they should.
· Paul Tointon Team Challenge – formalize rules. Agreed each team must include pre-novice, novice and a multiple competitor.
· Assessing New Drivers. Difficult to assess Newcomers at ODE. Board to discuss at next meeting.

Marilyn Harding

· Rule Book. Revised and will go on website.

· Timing Cones. Decided not an issue.
Carole Gregory

· Backsteppers recognition. Agreed they join whip at presentation of rosettes.
· 5 Stage Marathon. Maybe possible at some events.

Presentation to David and Lesley West

· Roger Godfrey thanked David and Lesley for the enormous amount of work they undertake and presented them with wine and flowers as a token of gratitude from the Club.

Open Discussion

· Ruth Auton: Arena UK re: Stewards. Possible to run National & Club marathon together on Saturday due to huge amount of stewards required. RG – not possible 2011.
· Geoff Kirby – urged Board to consider electronic timer for cones. James Binns agreed to discuss borrowing Indoor Driving system. Agreed.

· Geoff Kirby – exactly what does insurance cover. David West – BHDTA Year Book gives best explanation.

· Mike Hawley – Recognition for Stewards? Always thanked and raffle prizes given.
· Jilly Peace. Duke of Edinburgh’s 90th Birthday – MDTG to send appropriate congratulations. Agreed. 
· Ian Wall – ordering meals/Saturday evening. Lesley agreed to include on entry form.

· David West. Due to pressure put on BHDTA Council, Offchurch will now run a NNQ.

· Tony Gregory. Chris Hillman (Public Relations) appointed by BHDTA to raise profile.

· George Spencer thanked the Board and Organizers on behalf of the members.
Presentation of Trophies & Rosettes - 2010
	Club Championship
	

	Malcolm Thompson Trophy – Pre Novice Dressage
	Lianne Dolan

	Mick Bale Trophy – Pre Novice
	Lianne Dolan

	Gateway Trophy – Novice Pony
	No winner

	Weston Trophy – Novice Horse
	Emma Burton

	PJ & F Shield – Intermediate Dressage
	Emma Burton

	Bennington Trophy – Presentation
	Amanda Hawley

	Peter Jones Shield – Open Dressage
	Dawn Tebbett

	Peter Jones Trophy – Novice Dressage
	Pam Brown

	Jill Neil Trophy – Open Pony
	Dawn Tebbett

	Geoff Samson Plate – Open Horse
	Angela Flanagan

	Ben & Zog Trophy – Pony Pairs
	George Spencer

	Kim Child Memorial Trophy – Groom Open Horse
	Teresa Macleod

	Nan Archer Memorial – Groom Open Pony
	Rebecca Degg & Jack Brooks

	Green Trophy – Grooms Multiples
	Mick Peace’s Groom



  Dainty Trophy – Horse Pairs

                     Mick Peace
	Major Coombs Trophy – Tandem Horn
	Claudia Bunn

	Paul Tointon Team Trophy
	Open Expectations: Sue Bushell, David Smith, Dawn Tebbett, Carol Pawson

	Geoff Bridgen Trophy – Fastest Marathon
	Angela Flanagan

	Chairman’s Trophy
	Wendy Peckham

	POINTS LEAGUE
	

	Pre Novice
	1st Lianne Dolan, 2nd Lucy Barclay, 3rd Marion Lovelace, 4th Caroline Gill

	Novice 
	1st Amanda Hawley, 2nd Stephen Trebble, 3rd Carole Redgrave, 4th Teresa Macleod

	Intermediate
	1st Emma Burton, 2nd Wendy Peckham, 3rd Rosemary Wall, 4th Shane Kitching

	Open Pony
	1st Julie Tomasik, 2nd Elisabeth Greensmith, 3rd Dawn Tebbett, 4th Nicola Blandin

	Open Horse
	1st  Angela Flanagan, 2nd Paul Hart, 3rd Tracey Robson, 4th Geoff Kirby

	Pony Pairs
	1st David Wheeldon, 2nd George Spencer, 3rd Joseph Adams, 4th Fiona Powell

	Horse Pairs
	1st Mick Peace, 2nd Keith Harding, 4th Roger Godfrey, 4th Fred Pendlebury

	Tandem
	1st David Gulley, 2nd Richard Fisher, 3rd Claudia Bunn, 4th Anne Chambers

	Pony Team
	1st Julie Wedgbury, 2nd Ray Aziz

	Cones
	1st Lianne Dolan, 2nd Angela Flanagan, 3rd  Rosemary Wall and Julie Wedgbury


Edmund Goodwin thanked the members, competitors, stewards, organizers, landowners and sponsors for supporting the club.

Meeting Closed at 3.35pm
              President - Edmund Goodwin





      Chairman – Roger Godfrey


                                E-Mail: godfreyroger@hotmail.com


Membership & Stewards    General Secretary 


             Secretary                    Sally Conner


Mrs Lesley West                                2A The Rookery


Jodders                                               Birchley Heath


Soudley, Market Drayton                  Nr. Nuneaton
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TF9 2SB			  CV10 0RA


01630 661314                                     01827 713259


E-Mail:soudley@tiscali.co.uk	 E-Mail: sally@tpmmedia.com	





                Web Site: www.mdtg.co.uk





Vice Chairman – David West, Angela Flanagan


Treasurer – Stephen Trebble


               Publicity – Wendy Peckham                              





Board –       Keith Harding


                       David Smith   


                     Bob Auton


                  Paul Hart                   


                          Emma Burton                     


Newsletter – Sally Conner 01827 713259








