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Winners All!
It was a case of ‘Winners All!’ at the recent Midlands Driving Trials Group’s AGM and Competitors’ Conference. The club has enjoyed a buoyant year despite the financial pressures of the recession, with several new faces competing in Newcomer and Pre-Novice classes. The re-instatement of a combined horse and pony Intermediate class proved successful, often having the best entries.

Chairman Roger Godfrey reflected briefly on the past season, noting particularly the gratitude of the club to its webmaster – Ian Pilkington – who has no direct connection with carriage driving but who always keeps the website updated and user-friendly. 
Mr Godfrey used the occasion to update members of the club’s plans to organise a national and club event at the new venue of Arena UK, Grantham, in April 2011. The event will include a gala evening with the whole aimed at putting “driving in front of a wider audience”. “We must stop saying we need to encourage new entries and new blood and say we are doing something about it,” added Mr Godfrey.
Following the AGM the club held its annual Competitors’ Conference, which led to some lively and positive debate, and rounded off the meeting with presentations of trophies and Points League rosettes. All trophies are competed for at the Midlands’ Championships held at Catton Park in September.
Lianne Dolan won the Michael Bale and Malcolm Thomson Trophies for Pre-Novice and Best Pre-Novice Dressage respectively while Emma Burton, who also owns the pony driven by Lianne, took home the Weston Trophy and the PJ & F Shield for Intermediate and Best Intermediate Dressage.

In the Open Singles classes both Dawn Tebbitt (pony) and Angela Flanagan (horse) retained their trophies - as did Mick Peace for Horse Pairs. George Spencer was awarded the Ben & Zog Trophy for Pony Pairs and Claudia Bunn won the Tandem Horn for Tandems.

Grooms were not forgotten; The Nan Archer Trophy went to Julie Tomasik’s grooms, Rebecca Degg and Jack Brooks (Open Pony Points League winner), Angela Flanagan’s groom, Teresa Macleod, won the Kim Child Memorial Trophy (Open Horse Points League winner) and Mick Peace’s groom picked up the Green Trophy following Mick’s Horse Pairs Points League victory.
Wendy Peckham, the club’s press officer, was awarded the Chairman’s Trophy.

See 2010 Trophy and Points League results for full list of winners
ENDS
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