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PRESS RELEASE
Three tandems tie for time in Widmerpool’s obstacles
Incredibly, three tandem drivers tied for time in the obstacles at Midlands Driving Trials’s event at Widmerpool in Nottinghamshire. Julia Liles, Tabitha King and Richard Fisher all completed the obstacles with the same best penalty score, 62.20. However, it was Rene Schoop, fourth in the obstacles, who took the class overall with Tabitha in second and Richard in third.
Paul Hart produced what must be one of his best dressage scores to date (42.8) in the Open Horse and held on to his lead to win ahead of Tracey Robson and Geoff Kirby.

The Pre-Novice class produced a tight finish between Cath Jacobs and Marion Lovelace, the latter taking the lead after dressage but just failing to hold off Cath in the cones and obstacles. Ten year-old Megan Wheeldon with 20 year-old Skippy continue to put in consistent performances in this class, finishing third after the pair put up one of the better cones scores over what proved to be a very technical and tightly timed course. Driving HC in this class was Ruth Auton who had her horse pair of Beanie and Argo out for the first time and will surely be a force to reckon with next season.
Teresa Macleod has dominated the Novice section this year and Mick Ward who, while he may not be snapping at her heels, nevertheless put up a good performance for second place. Rosemary Wall was the sole survivor in the Intermediate section as others fell by the wayside or went HC.

Open Pony competitors may be forgiven for thinking they had a chance as Dawn Tebbett did not enter but they reckoned without Fiona Powell who showed a clean pair of heels across the three phases, hotly pursued by Mike Hodgson who was only let down by his performance in the cones.

Keith Harding put up the third-best cones score overall (one ball down inside the time) and used his commanding dressage lead over James Binns to stay in front in what, on paper, should have been a highly competitive class but late withdrawals and an elimination put paid to that.
The popular Newcomers one-day event was won by Andrea Jackson who climbed from third place after dressage to win by a comfortable margin ahead of Sue Smith and dressage leader Caroline Gill who finished second and third respectively.

This was Midlands Group’s third visit to Widmerpool and every thanks goes to the club’s hosts, Richard and Geoff Brooks, for being so helpful and in getting all the haylage making machinery off the marathon course in time.
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