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PRESS RELEASE
Teresa takes Windsor qualifier at Offchurch
Teresa Macleod was the sole qualifier for the National Championships following the Midlands Driving Trials Group’s event at Offchurch. Driving Angela Flanagan’s Bond, Teresa achieved the required sub-66 dressage score on a day that saw several high penalty scores for this phase and, having completed the competition, gained her ticket to Windsor in September.
There were good entries in the Pre-Novice where Marion Lovelace’s leading dressage score counted for naught as she took the scenic route in Section A of the marathon, allowing Lorna Ingham’s quick obstacle times to raise her from equal fourth to victory. In the combined Novice section Jack Brooks continued his good run with Ruth and Bob Auton’s Beanie to take the class ahead of Mick Ward who is already making a good impression in his first season.
Open Singles were well supported with the, currently, unbeatable Dawn Tebbett landing the pony section and Mike Howard the horse. Here, Maxine Ingham lost her lead following a strong test and double clear in the cones with a somewhat conservative obstacle result which left her just .2 penalties ahead of third placed Geoff Kirby.

There was a good entry of pairs and multiples including four pony teams, James Binns was driving his new team in their first competition and Ursula Hirschberg was trying out a new leader. It was no surprise to see Julie Wedgebury and her flying Shetlands overtake dressage leader Julia Iles with a double clear in cones and her usual fast obstacle times to head the class. In the pairs Mick Peace reigned supreme despite David Wheeldon winning the marathon phase.
The previous month had seen the club enjoying a new venue at Lincomb Farm in Worcestershire. Nestling close to the Malvern Hills the balmy weather on the Saturday held no clue as to the incessant rain to come on marathon day. Both this and the cones course proved a challenge for competitors who had to keep their wits about them. Robert Buck (Open Pony) was the sole double clear in the cones, proving it could be done. Winner in this class was Dawn Tebbett with a comfortable margin over Elisabeth Greensmith and Julie Tomasik while Paul Hart  - who celebrated a big ‘0’ birthday the same weekend - made the most of his dressage lead in the Horse section to take a well-deserved win over Caroline Weiss and Tony Gregory. One can only admire the tenacity of competitors and stewards for keeping going in appalling weather!
For information on future events and full results visit: www.mdtg.co.uk.
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Images attached: Dawn Tebbett wins at both Offchurch and Lincomb – Photo courtesy David Pawson
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