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PRESS RELEASE
Little and large at Tutbury season opener
Midlands Diving Trials Group’s seasonal opener at Tutbury proved to be a case of little and large thanks to the two entries in the Team class. Julie Wedgebury, fresh from her success at the Indoor Championships, brought along her pocket rocket Shetlands while Chrissie Jamieson’s horse team, at around 17.2hh, towered over them. But it proved to be more of a David and Goliath scenario as Julie’s little ponies led in all three phases to take the red rosette. To be fair, Chrissie was bringing on some youngsters and so wasn’t pushing them but as Julie posted the fastest cones time of the whole competition, the writing was on the wall.
Apart from the light amusement afforded by watching the two extremes – which just goes to prove that ANY size horse or pony can take part in driving trials – it was good to see several new competitors having a go for the first time at a two-day event. A total of eleven entries in the Newcomers & Small Ponies, Pre-Novice and Novice classes set off and acquitted themselves well. 

Marion Lovelace has ‘clicked’ with her new horse and headed the Pre-Novice after winning the obstacles; runner-up was 10 year-old Megan Wheeldon and the 20 year-old Skippy.  Jack Brooks formed a terrific relationship with Ruth and Bob Auton’s Beanie to take the Novice class while in the one-day Newcomers & Small Pony section it was mostly small ponies - Carl Warilow being the victor.
Of the more experienced competitors, Rosemary Wall and a rejuvenated Blackie headed the combined Intermediate section while Julie Tomasik recorded her usual fast obstacle times to take the combined Open.

There were sufficient multiples to split the pairs and tandems; David Wheeldon put up a courageous fight in the former but Mick Peace’s consistently solid dressage gave him the space he needed to keep ahead. Richard Fisher won the four-strong tandem section thanks to a superb cones round (just 2.5 time penalties on what proved to be a very technical course) although Ann Chambers gave him a run for his money with quicker obstacle times.
As ever, the food on the Saturday evening was superb; especially Dorothy Ward’s home-made puddings. Thanks also go to Dorothy’s husband Richard as host of the venue and to NorthernPlan for sponsoring King of the Cones, won by Richard Fisher. NorthernPlan also provided photographs for competitors in each class who were fastest through Obstacle 3, which had a cunning new bridge. This generosity included the Newcomers class, using Obstacle 5.

Organiser Paul Hart put on a fantastic event which was much enjoyed by all who took part, whether they were competitors, stewards or officials.

For information on future events and full results visit: www.mdtg.co.uk.
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